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Mrs. Jane Wriritams, 
„ Uiblick of thee Reverend 
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Madan, 


7 7 \ Ju have here offer'd to 
your Eye, fince your Cir- 
+2 211 Penne allow d you not 
to hear uk the Diſcourſe n 
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at your Defire upon Occaſion of the 
Great and General Loſs we have 
ſuſtain d. I tenderly ſympathize 
with You in the Part You bear ; 
and hope our compaſſionate High- 
Prieft in Heaven does ſo too, in a 
much more beneficial Manner than 
any of Your Friends on Earth can 
do. 


Tux Sovereign Diſpoſer of all 
Things has been pleas d to give You 
ſenſible Experience, in this dying 
World, of the Vanity of earthly 
Canton by the Removal of ma- 
ny deſirable Relations. Beſides 
your firſt Pious Conſort (whoſe Me- 
mory is precious to them that knew 
him, ) ſeveral of your immediate, 
and more remote Deſcendants, have 
been 
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been carry d to their long Home 
before You. And while your Tears 
were yet flowing for one hopeful 


Branch of your Off. ſpring, Who 


was growing up apace towards Ma- 


i turity ; ; Gop has touch'd You alſo 


in that nearer 'Part, the Subject of 
this Diſcourſe. 


"Dor, Madam, tho! You have 


thus had Sorrow upon Sorrow; yet you 
have noReaſon to ſorrow as One with- 


out Hope. Thoſe ſprung from You, 


who are call'd hence, were Chil- 


dren of the Covenant ; and of ſuch 


ls the Kingdom of Heaven. The Ex- 
cellent Perſons, to whom ſucceſſive- 
ly You ſtood in the neareſt Rela- 
tion, labour'd to pleaſe CHRIST 
in their Stations while they liv'd, 
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I ad are now pleas? d i in Him and =] 
with Him. Allow me therefore to 
+ You'l bear ſome Part with 
Them in their preſent Joy. By the 
. Favour of Providence You have a 
FProſpect, ſuperior to many others, 
of Comfort and Satisfaqtion from 
your ſurviving Poſterity who have | 
been fo agreeable and 40 tiful both 
to the Dead and to You. After 
... threatning Diſtempers and hazar- | 
- dous. Accidents attending them, 
Jou live to ſee them entred 1 upon | 
the World with Hopes of Service | 
and Comfort. 


Bur above all, your Higheſt | 
1 Beſt Friend in Heaven ever 

- lives. He has ſhewn a Care and | 
Favour for You and Yours hither- | 
toj 


D 


to, 8 has Gignally rewarded" 
the Chriſtian Bravery of your Pious 
Father, i in quitting with Cheerful- 
neſs a noble Eſtate in Frante, ra- 
ther than make Shi pwreck of Faith 
and of a good Conſcience. I ſhould” 


value the Entail of ſuch a Bleſſing, 


far beyond the Poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an Eftate without it. For while You 
and your Poſterity ſhall continue to 


make it your great Aim, living and 


dying, to pleaſe the ſame Maſter; 
vou may depend upon his ous 
in Life and Death too. 


Tnar the Great Gon may 
be a Husband to the Widow ; That 
the Peace of God, which e all Un- 


dlerſtanding, may keep your Heart and 


Mind in Christ Jeſus ; That the beſt 
= of 
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of Bleſſings, for Time and for Eter- 
nity, may ever reſt upon all Yours, 

and Theirs ; and You may be guid- 
ed by his Counſel, till You are brought 
10 bis Glory: Is the hearty Prayer, 
of 55 


Honour d MA DAM; 
Tour much obliged Friend 


Febr; 16, 1718. . 
and affect iqanate Servant, 
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2 CoxinTu. V. ix. 
I herefore we labour , that 


whether preſent or abſent, 
HERE be accepted of Him. 


Fallen in our Iſrael: It is I 
Loubr not the common 
Senſe of this Mournful Al- 
ſembly. The Improvement 


72 Him in the * Goje here for ſeveral 
| Years 


3 Man this Day is 


A FUNERAL SERMOM for 


Joy. 


Years paſt. When upon that Account this 


Province is affign'd me by Her whoſe Au- 
thority I could not difpute in the Caſe; I 
would endeavour in the beſt Manner I 
can with Gop's Aſſiſtance to excite You 
and Myſelf, by the Life and by the Death 
of this Excellent Miniſter of CHRIST 

to prepare to follow Him into his Maſter's 


TAE Higheſt Character of a Goſpel- 


Miniſter or of a private Chriſtian is 


drawn in the Text: And TI think it was 


the moſt Shiiung part of His. And the 


Temper and Courſe here exemplify'd is 


the ſureſt Way for us all in our ſeveral Sta- 


tions to obtain the glorious Rewards of 
another Lite. V 
THERE were Some, we find in the 


ſormer part of this Epiſtle, who had endea- 


vour'd to leſſen St. Paul's juſt Eſteem a- 


mong the Corinthians, by falſe Infinuations. 


Therefore, 2fter other Arguments in Vin- 
dication of himſelf and his faithful Brethren, 
he urges the noble Principles which go- 
vern'd them in their Miniſtry : Shewing 
that they ated not upon Temporal Con- 
ſiderations, but the P roſpect of a World to 


come, and the Rewards and Puniſhments 


in Reverſion there. 

HE enters upon the Principles of their 

Hope at the 13th Verſe of the 4th Chap- 

ter, and carries it on thro? the Beginning 
® 
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of This. The Scope of his Argument is to 
this Effect k. Knowing that 'Gop, 
« who raiſed CHRIST from the Dead, will 
“ raiſe us up alſo; therefore we preach the 
& Goſpel faithfully, not fearing any pre- 
ce ſent Evils which it may draw upon us. 
« For we reckon the - ſhort Afflictions 
„ which may be endur'd here very incon- 
“ ſiderable, in compariſon of the Eternal 3 
Things of a future Life : And we know 
„that they will be ſo far from hindring, 
« that they will increaſe our Happineſs 
. there. Therefore Death, which will 
« bring us home to CurIsT, is no 
« Terror to us. All our Care is, that, whe- 
“ ther we ſhall ftay longer in the Body, 
&« or ſoon leave it; whether living or dy- 
« ing; we may approve ourſelves to 
*& CyrIsT in our Miniſtry.” In the two 
Verſes after the Text he turns from their 
Hope to the darker Side, the Object of 
their Fear ; the Puniſhment they muſt re- 
cCceive in the Day of Judgment, if they were 
| unfaithful or remiſs in their Truſt. 
Wik Heis repreſenting their Tem- 
per towards This and Another Life, he 


n 2 2 —»—„- 


| launches out into an elegant Deſcription 
of our Relation to both States. How the 
; Caſe ſtands with us with reference to the 


Body, and what we expect in the Life to 
Do | a 1. Oux 
* Vid, Locke in Loc. 


—— 


y 


Ver. 1. 


v. z. 


| 1. Our Abode here, on the one hand, 
is but a Reſidence in a Tabernacle. '- Our 
Bodies are only a Tent ſet up for a Seaſon, 


like the Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs, ſuit- 
ed to the Paſſage-ſtate wherein we are, and 


intended to be pull'd down ere long. But, 


on the other hand, we expect in the Life to 


come a more durable and excellent Dwell- 
ing, « Houſe, not made with Hands, eternal in 
the Heavens, A Manſion for our Souls, 
immediately prepar'd by Gop without any 


Human Agency; ſuitable to the Perfection 


and Continuance of the Heavenly State; 


1. e. Bodies of a nobler Contexture-: Spiri- 


tual, Incorruptible, Immortal Bodies. Up- 


on conſideration of the Difference, he goes 


on, In this we groan, earneſtly deſi ring to, be 
cloathed apon with our. Houſe which is. from 


Heaven. The Incumbrances and Sorrows s 
and Sins, which attend us by occaſion of 
our Sojourning in our preſent Bodies, make 


us long for thoſe of a Heavenly Make. If 
fo be (or, Foraſmuch) that being cloathed, we 
ſhall not be found naked. If it were an abſo- 


| Jute, perpetual Separation from the Body 


which was to be expected, the Law of our 
Nature would reſtrain us from deſiring 


that: But ſince our vile Bodies are to be 


chang'd for glorious Ones; therefore we 


deſire this Advantagious Change, For we, 


that are in this Tabernacle, do proan, being 
burthenzd : not for that we would be unc loat hed, 
| but 
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but rlouthed upon, that Mortality might be ſwal- 
lowed up of Life. Herein, as CHRIST upon 
the Croſs expreſſes the Reluctancy of Hu- 
man Nature to a Separation, when he ſaid, 
If it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me : 
So the Apoſtle intimates, that he and 
other Chriſtians would not chuſe in itſelf 
to be ſtrip'd of their Bodies by Death, and 
to have them laid in the Grave. If they 
could haye the ſame Change, as that which 
will be made by the Reſurrection, to paſs 
upon them without Dying, as it will on 
thoſe found alive at Cyz1st's Coming; 
this they could chuſe rather: An immedi- 
ate Transfiguration of their Mortal Bodies 
into their Incorruptible State. But we 
muſt underſtand him as deſigning a tacit 
Submiſſion to the Sovereign Pleaſure of 
Gov, in what way they ſhould come at 
their Perfect Bodies. Theſe Aſpirings to- 
wards the State of the Reſurrection, he 
aſcribes to the Operation of Goo, and 
particularly to his giving them the Spirit 
as an Earneſt of the Inheritance. 

Bur ſuppoſing, they could not immedi- 
ately. paſs from Imperfection to Perfection; 
but before they had their new Bodies, muſt 
lay down their old ones to ſee Corrupti- 
on, and be pure Spirits for a Seaſon: 
What would they chuſe in that State of the 
Caſe? Why, even upon thoſe Terms they 
had rather be with 8 Lok p. Tho put 
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the Caſe between Tranſlation and Re- 
ſurrection, they ſhould certainly prefer a 
Franflation ; yet rathef than be abſent 
from the Lord, they would quit their Bo- 
dies. He therefore riſes Higher in the fol- 
lowing Words, and chufes to be Separate 
from the Body rather than Separate from 
Chriſt. To uſher this in, he obſerves; 
2. WHI ILE we are in the Body, we 
are abſent from the Lord: But when we 
leave the Body, we go to the Lord. This 
begins at ver. 6. Tun nee has a great- 
er Force than our Tranſſation, and con- 
tains a lively Turn of Thought, with 
which the Apoſtle ſeems greatly delighted: 
For he dwells upon it in one Verſe after 
another. He repreſents Chriſtians as be- 
longing in different Reſpects totwo ſeveral | 
Countries. By their Natural Birth, while 
they continue imbody'd, This World may 
. in ſome Reſpects be calPd their Home, their 
Native Country, Here they came into e- 
ing, and This is now their Reſidence. They | 
have many Intereſts and Affairs here, 
which concern them as well as other Peo- 
ple. And towards this State, and the Peo- 
ple and Things of it, there is a ſtrong Blaſs 
in their Natures by means of their Bo- 
dies; like the particular Affection and 
Bent, which Men have for their own Coun- 
try and People. Good Men e 
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till they lay down their Bodies, cannot and 
{ſhould not get above all Regards for theſe 
Alliances to Earth. But then, as they are 


new-born, they belong to Another Coun- 


try, where their Lo R p is; and to ano- 


ther People, the Family in Heaven. They 
are Citizens of the New Jeruſalem, whi- 


ther Chriſt as their Fore-runner is for them 
entred: And while they are here, they con- 
tinue at a diſtance from their more proper 
Home, which muſt be with the LORD. 
This different State of the Caſe is plainly 
deſcrib'd; Kyowing that while we reſide in 
the Body as our Home, we are abſent from that 
other (that better) Home with the Lord. 
The next Verſe tells us how this is. Not 
that there is no manner of Conyerſe or 
Intercourſe between CkRIST and his Ser- 
vants now: But *tis at a greater Diſtance, 
and in a more imperfect Way: For we walk 
by Faith, and not by Sight. As People out of 
their own Country, know the Affairs of it 
more. imperſectly by Relation at Second 
hand, than they would do if they were 
upon the Place, who 
Wu the Caſe is thus Stated, the 


Apoſtle declares, which of Theſe He and 
ſuch other Chriſtians, would chuſe if they 


had their Wiſh. They were willing rather 
(or they ſhould be much better pleaſed) to tra- 
vel out of the Body, to quit that Home, aud 
to get Home to the Lord. There was no 

| . room 
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room to heſitate in cool and calm Thought, 


which of theſe was preferable. 


AN » thereupon, as the Concluſion of 
the whole Matter, He pr ofeſſes that De- 
termination which we have in the Text. 


Wherefore. we labour, that whether preſent or 


abſent, we may be accepted of him. As if he 


had faid ; “Since we know the Fayour of 


« CaxisT to be fo valuable, that for the 


„Sake of the fuller Enjoiment of it we 
* 


* 


could cheerfully conſent to leave the Bo- 
dy and all Things here: Therefore it is 
the Height of our Ambition, the Mark 
we chiefly aim at; that whether we 
« are in Heaven or upon Earth, both du- 
« ring the Courſe of this Mortal Life and 
« when we are actually leaving it, we 
“ may be acceptable to our Loxy. ? © 
TXxar which was the Frame and Tem- 
per of the Apoſtle and his faithfull Afſoci- 
ates in their Times and Circumſtances, is 


« 
& 
& 


* * «a 


che real Diſpoſition of all CaxisT®s fin- 


cere Diſciples in every Age, and in all the 
Stations which they are call'd to fill. So 
that we may juſtly found this General 
Maxim upon it. 


Tr 4 T *tis the great Aim and Endeavour 
of true Chriſtians, both while they ſojourn in the 
Boa) and when they leave it, to be acceptable and 
pleaſing to their Great Lord. 


THERE 


N 


* * * 
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THERE is ſomewhat of this Tem- 
per in every Chriſtian. And as far as any 
Man acts like a Chriſtian, and worthy of 
that Name, this is indeed true of him. I 
ſhall therefore endeavour to ſtate this Cha- 


racter diſtinctly to you. To that Purpoſe. 


three Things are to be conſider'd, which 
the Text points at. 7 : 


Firf, Tur End itſelf which Chriſtians 
propoſe, or the Mark they aim at. To be 


accepted of their Lord. 


Secondly, Ho w they ſtand affected to- 


wards this End, and what the, do in Pro- 


ſecution of it. They labour to ve accepted of 


Him. The more comprehenſive Senſe of 
the Word will be conſider d preſently. 


Thirdly, T HE Extent and Compaſs of 
their Concern and Care to reach this 


Great Deſign. Whether at Home or from: 
Home; whether ſojourning in, or leaving 
the Body. 


I. Wa are to conſider the End itſelf 
which Chriſtians ſhould propoſe and aim 


at. We read it, that they may be accepted of 
Him, That Expreſſion is us'd in the New 


Teſtament for our Admiſſion into a State 
of Favour and Acceptance upon our firſt 


n 


Believing. He hath made us accepted in the Roh i. 6. 


G Beloved, 
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Beloved. But that is not the Thing di- 
rectly intended here. The Apoſtle, and 
thoſe whom he includes with himſelf, were 
already in ſuch a State, and aſſur'd that 
they were, ſo as to be able to look for- 


ward to Another World with Comfort ; 


Rom. viii. 
8. ä 


as the whole Context ſhews. Every real 
Chriſtian indeed, as far as he has remain- 
ing Doubts of his State of Acceptance with 
Go p, cannot but be ſollicitous to have it 


ſecur'd and clear'd. But that is a Matter 


pre-ſuppos'd to the Deſign here in view. 


And the Original will be better expreſs'd 


by rendring it, To be well pleaſing to him. 
*Tis to be Such, and to carry it in ſuch a 
Manner, that Chriſt may be well pleaſed 


with us. The Thing aſpir'd after may be 


deſcrib'd by the following Steps: 


i. A CHRISTIAN ſhould deſire, 


That Chriſt may tate Delight and Com- 


placency in him. He ſhould. have ſome- 
thing c. in View, than meerly that 
the Sentence of Condemnation be revers'd; 
a Real as well as a Relative Change. To 
be ſuch a One as his Lo xD will like. Now 
there can be no Complacency farther than 
there is a Suitableneſs. Hence they that are 
in the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe him. The abſo- 
lute Diſſimilitude of Nature and Temper 
makes it impoſſible. On the contrary , 
CHRIS delights in his Servants, as they 


bear 
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bear his Image, and perform Obedience to 
his Will. Our Holineſs is not the Satis- 
faction to Juſtice for our Sins, nor the 
meriting Conſideration, for which We are 
accepted with Go p after our Apoſtacy. 
But 'tis the only Thing in us, which can 
be amiable in CHRIS 1's Eye. There- 
fore in Scripture he is ſpoke of as delighting 
in his Servants, only as they exerciſe Grace 
and live in a Courſe of Obedience. He John xiv. 
that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and 21. 
I will love him. Such as are upright in their Prov. xi. 
Way, are his Delight. This then ſhould be 20. 
the Chriſtian's Ambition, to have the in- 
war@ Glory and outward Luſtre of Holi- 
neſs, which will be pleaſing to his Holy 
Maſter. - - 
2. I T ſhould be his Aim, that Chriſt's 
Delight and Pleaſure in him may be more 
entire and nearer Perfection, than it has 
been hitherto, CHRIST's Complacency in 
| his own Servants riſes or falls, in propor- 
tion ro the Strength or Weakneſs of their 
Holy Diſpoſitions; to the Fervency or 
Decay of their Love and Zeal for G op; 
to the exemplary Luſtre of their Uſefulneſs 
and Good Works, or their Falls into Sin 
andSlumber to the Diſhonour of his Name, 
' He cannot poſſibly like and approve any 
more in them than is truly Good: For Sin 
muſt be hateful to Him in them as well as 
in any others; he muſt be diſpleas'd at it, 
N C2 and 
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and with them for it. A Chriſtian there- 

fore ſhould be ſollicitous, not only that he 

have Something in him truly amiable in his 

Lord's Account, but auch which He will 
approve. He fhould be afraid of any 
Thing remaining in him, or done by 

him, that may offend ſo good a Friend, 

and make it neceſſary that his Smiles 

ſhould be turn'd into Frowns. He ſhould 

aſpire in all Things to be more the Man 

which CHRIST would have him be, in all 

holy Converſation and Crodlineſs : To out- 

grow his Ignorance and Miſtakes,and Car- 

nality and Negligence, and to perfect Holi- 

Phil ii. eſs in the Fear of God. That he may fully 
1% apprehend that for which he was apprehended of 


C brift Jeſus. 


3. Ir ſhould be his Deſire to outſtrip O- 
thers in CHRIST's Delight and Complacen- 
cy. An Emulation here is truly commen- 
dable. Cnxisr does not delight in all his 
own Servants alike. Tho? thev have All 
an equal Security for the Eſſential Bleſſings 
of the Covenant ; yet they are not equally 
the Objects of his Complacency ; bur in 
Proportion tothe Eminency of their Graces 
and the Brightneſs of their Character. Da- 
Dan. ix. viel is ſingled out as one greatly beloved. And 
1 among all the Apoſtles, 'tis ſaid with an 
John xiii, Emphaſis of John, That he was the Diſciple 
6 ' whom Jeſu loved, 
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Tuosxk that ſhine with uncommon 


Rays of Holineſs, the Excellent of the 


Earth, are his peculiar Delight : He has a 


ſpecial Value for them, he glories in them. 
Who would not be ambitious of ſuch a firſt 
Place in the Eſteem of his Great Loxp, as 
Job had | when Goo himſelf propos'd him 
for a Non-ſuch ; Haſt thou conſider d my Ser- job i 

want Job? that there is none like him in the 


Earth, a perfect and upright man, one that 


feareth God, and eſcheweth evil, Every Chri- 


ſtian ſhould aſpire to ſtand in the firſt 
Rank of his Worthies, and not content 
himſelf with a vulgar Share in his Ma- 


ſter's Approbation. 


4. HE ſhould be concern'd, that he may 


receive the fulleſt and moſt diſtinguiſbing 


Marks of CuhRIs T's Delight and Pleaſure 


in him. He encourages us to expect pro- 
portionable Diſcoveries of his Love, and pe- 


culiar Signs of Favour, if we outſtrip o- 


thers. In this World he is us'd to grant 


larger Meaſures of Grace, to thoſe wha 


improve moſt carefully their preſent Stock, 
and to give moſt Comfort and Refreſh- 
ments by the Way to'his beſt Servants. 
He frequently honours them by extraordinary 
Favours of Providence or Grace, who ho- 
nour him in the moſt diſtinguiſhing manner 
in the Courſe of their Lives, He gives them 
more remarkable Anſwers to Prayer, more 
F 
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and with them for it. A Chriſtian there- 


fore ſhould be ſollicitous, not only that he 


have Something in him truly amiable in his 


Lord's Account, but nuch which He will 


approve. He ſhould be afraid of any 


Thing remaining in him, or done by 


Phil. ili. 
13. 


him, that may offend ſo good a Friend, 
and make it neceſſary that his Smiles 
ſhould be turn'd into Frowns. He ſhould 


aſpire in all Things to be more the Man 
which CHRIST would have him be, zz all 


holy Converſation and Goalineſs : To out- 


grow his Ignorance and Miſtakes, and Car- 


nality and Negligence, and to perfect Holi- 
neſs in the Fear of God. That he may fully 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


3. Ir ſhould be his Deſire to out/trip O- 


| thers in CuRIS s Delight and Complacen- 


Dan. ix. 
1 


Tf 


cy. An Emulation here 1s truly commen- 
dable. ChRIST does not delight in all his 


own Servants alike. Tho” they have All 
an equal Security for the Eſſential Bleſſings 
of the Covenant ; yet they are not equally 


the Objects of his Complacency ; but in 
proportion tothe Eminency of their Graces 
and the Brightneſs of their Character. Da- 
niel is ſingled out as one greatly beloved. And 
among all the Apoſtles, 'tis ſaid with an 


John xiii, Emphaſis of John, That he was the Diſciple 


whom Jeſus loved: 


TOA 


apprehend that for which he was apprehended of 
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LY Tos E that ſhine with uncommon 
Rays of Holineſs, the Excellent of the 
Earth, are his peculiar Delight: He has a 
5 ſpecial Value for them, he glories in them. 
1 
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Who would not be ambitious of ſuch a firſt 

Place in the Eſteem of his Great Loxp, as 
5 Job had! when Goo himſelf propos'd him 
5 for a Non-ſuch ; Haſt thou conſider d my Ser- job ; 8. 
I | want Job? that there is none like him in the 5 
Earth, a perfect and upright man, one that 
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feareth God, and eſcheweth evil, Every Chri- | 
ſtian ſhould aſpire to ſtand in the firſt 


- N Rank of his Worthies, and not content | 
- | himſelf with a vulgar Share in his Ma- | 


ſter's Approbation. 


4. Hs ſhould be concern'd, that he may 
receive the fulleſt and moſt diſtinguiſbing 

o | Marks of CyxisT's Delight and Pleaſure 

[= in him. He encourages us to expect pro- 


| 

- | portionable Diſcoveries of his Love, and pe- 

is culiar Signs of Favour, if we outſtrip o- | 
Il | thers. In this World he is us'd to grant 

0 | 

8 | larger Meaſures of Grace, to thoſe who | 

y improve moſt carefully their preſent Stock, 


n and to give moſt Comfort and Refreſh- 
es || ments by the Way to his beſt Servants. 
2 He frequently honours them by extraordinary 


d Favours of Providence or Grace, who ho- | 
n | mourhim in the moſt diſtinguiſhing manner i 
lein the Courſe of their Lives, He gives them | 
I more remarkable Anſwers to Prayer, more |} 
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cheerful Foretaſts of Glory, or the like To- 
kens of ſpecial Love. This is ordinarily 
his way with his Servants now. But ſup- 
poſe eminent Saints ſhould miſs of theſe, or 


ſome of theſe Signals of Diſtinguiſhing Fa- 


vour now; yet we have certain Aſſuran- 


ces of a full Diſtinction to be made in the 


Life to come, not only between the Ene- 
mies and the Friends of Chriſt; but among 
good Men themſelves, according to the De- 
gree of their Care to ſerve and pleaſe him. 


People are differently imploy'd; but ac- 


1 Cor. iii. 
8. 


2 Cor. ix. 
6G. 


5 115. 


cording to the Labour they uſe in their Sta- 
tions, their Wages will be. He that plant- 


eth and he that watereth, are one; and every 


man ſhall receive his own Reward, according to 
his own Labour. The preſent Life is the 
Seed- time for us all; but the Harveſt will 
anſwer the Seed ſown. He which ſoweth 


ſparingly, ſhall reap alfo ſparingly * and he 


which ſoweth bountifullyfhall reap alſo bountiful- 
ly. Of thoſe that get to Heaven, ſome will 
find their Happineſs abated by the Alloys 


in their Character on Earth, in compari- 


ſon of more uniform Chriſtians. Some 
build on Chriſt the true Foundation Gold, 
Silver and precious Stones, Now upon the 


Trial, F any Man's Work abide which he hath 


built, he ſhall receive a Reward, i. e. a propor- 
tionable Reward. But if any Man's Work 


ſhall be burnt, as far as it will not ſtand the 


Trial, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs , it will leſſen his 


Reward ; 


nnn... 


3 


* IL? * * e — * ö n — 2 vs ah N wu 8 a1 
1 2 . 1 op P LE Re" r N * * 24 i 
ON SOLES INN NG ee. bee See C 2 85 . * 5 


96— INI 


,-—, "RF 


aa * 


— — — — CCD — 


ad, f te. tat bt r 


Dr. DANIEL WILLIAMS. 


Reward : But he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet fo 
as by Fire; with great Difficulty in compa- 
rifon of the Other. They that turn many to Dan. xii. 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Stars, Now s. 
certainly ſuch Declarations as theſe are nor 

made with no Deſign ; but to excite our 
Ambition, tocovet the beſt of our Maſter's 

Gifts, and the higheſt Marks of his Favour. 

'Tho? we are unworthy to have the mean- 

eſt Place in his Houſe on Earth, or eſpeci- 

ally in the Heavenly State: Yet when 

he has ſet the Higheſt as a Prize in our 

View; 'tis not Modeſty, but an unworthy 
Meanneſs of Spirit in a Chriſtian, not to 

aſpire to the nobleſt Recompences, with 
which the King of Glory will delight to ho- 

aour his ſpecial Favourites. 


II. IAM to ſhew, How Chriſtians ſtand 
affected towards ſuch an End as this, and 
what they do in proſecution of it. We la- 
boar for this purpoſe : So we tranſlate the 


Word sei.. In it's Original Senſe 


"tis as much as to ſay, We love or deſire it 

as a Point of Honour. And as Ambition is 

a powerful Principle of Action, from thence 

it comes (both in the New Teſtament and Rom xv. 

in other Authors) to ſignify the Purſuit of 20. 

any End with uncommon Study and Dili- N 

gence and Application. As an Ambitious 

Courtier, who is ſet upon gaining his 

Prince's Favour, will turn about in bis 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts all ways of compaſſing his End; 
make every Thing he is Maſter of Subſer- 
i vient to his Deſign ; relinquiſh other Aims, 
when they cannot be made to comport 
| with this; and uſe unwearied Pains and 
1 perſevering Labour to come at his Point: 
I | So the Chriſtian ſhould ſtand affected to- 
ID wards his great End of pleafing CygisT ; | 
| BE and thus ſhould he act, that he may reach | 
jj! it. Three Things may comprehend the | 
| Chriſtian Temper in this Caſe. rs 


| 1. A CHRISTIAN ſettles it with him- | 
ſelffor his higheſt Ambition to pleaſe Chriſt. | 
It ſhould be a determined Point with us, 
That this is the moſt honourable Aim 
we can have in View. The Generality of 
People form quite another practical Judg- 
ment, and accordingly govern themſelves 
by it. They are eaſily Diverted from their 
Duty, or perſuaded to imbark in the worſt 
John v. Intereſts, becauſe they ſeek not the Honour 
which cometh from God only. But a true 
Chriſtian will eſteem it the greateſt Ho- 
nour of which he is capable, to ſtand fair | 
in Chriſt's Eſteem, and to have a Proſpect 
of receiving His bleſſed Approbation of 
Well done, good and faithful Servant. The 
Dignity, the Wiſdom, the Supream Au- 
1 thority of the Approver, give his Sentence 
| the greateſt Weight. Men court the Fa- 
vour of Princes, and value themſelves 
mightily 
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mightily upon a Share in it: What ſhould 


it then be accounted to ſtand fair with the 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords? To 


be in the good Opinion of Men of good 


Senſe and Judgment, is juſtly valu'd : But 


here is the moſt Infallible Judge of true 
Worth. We ſtudy eſpecially to pleaſe thoſe 


from whom we have the moſt to hope or 


fear : But Chriſt is to paſs the Definitive 


Sentence upon all Men and all their AQti- 
ons, ſo as to adjudge them paſt Retrieve ei- 
ther to everlaſting Life, or to Shame and e- 


derlaſting Contempt. The Chriſtian there- 


fore wiſely eſteems this the Aim moſt wor- 
thy of his Nature and Obligations, his Pro- 
And therefore 
comes to a fixed Reſolution, that he will 


make it his Stud) to ſhew himſelf approved to 


him, 


2. H E makes all other Conſiderations 
give place to this his higheſt Ambition. As 


we cannot ſerve two Maſters ; fo we cannot 


make two Sorts of Good our ſupream End; 


but either we ſhall hate the one, and love the o- . 


ther; orelſe hold to the one, and deſpiſe the o. 24. 


ther: Either be violently ſet upon the one, 
and againſt the other; or at leaſt moſt ſtea- 
dily purſue the one, and treat the other in 


_ compariſon with Indifterence. A Chriſtian 


therefore, having determin'd This to be 
his moſt becoming and rea ſonable Aim, to 


pleaſe his Maſter in Heaven, will allow no- 


D thing 


2 Tim. ii. 
15. 


t. Vi. 
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thing elſe the ſame Place; much leſs will 
ne make this to truckle to lower Deſigns. 
He is not fo ſet upon pleaſing Himſelf, but 


Mat. xvi. that he can chearfully conſent to deny Him- 


24. 


ſelf too, that he may follow and pleaſe his 


Maſter. To relinquiſh his Eaſe, when his 


Maſter calls him out to hard Service : Or 
to expoſe his Credit and Reputation, when 


he cannot avoid Reproaches without being 


unfaithful to Chriſt and his Intereſt. For 


he purſues His Approbation, thro* Honour 


and Diſbonour, thro? evil Report and good Re- 
Ads xx. part. Even his Life he counts not dear to 
bs Him, ſo he may finiſh his Coarſe with Joy. He 


is willing to pleaſe other Men, as far as is 


conſiſtent with his Duty. For he pays a due 

Regard to the Authority of Superiors, to 

the Tenderneſſes of Relations and Friends, 

to the Judgment of the Wiſe and Good, 

and even to the common Opinion of the 

World. All theſe have their Weight with 

him in their proper Spheres. Chriſtianity 

teaches him by all innocent Ways to re- 
cC0ommend himſelf to the Love and Eſteem 

| Rom. xv. Ofother People; to pleaſe his Neighbour for his 
= Good to Edification, For this purpoſe hell 
practiſe frequent Forbearance and many 
Condeſcentions, and freely part with his 
own Right in ſome Cates. But he will not 
ſuffer by any means this End to be ſet on a 
Level with the Pleaſing of Chriſt, In that 
Gal. i, 10. Comparative View the Apoſtle ſays, If 1 
Jo} 
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yet pleaſed Men, then were I not the Servant of 
Chriſt, He behaves inoffenſively ro Men 
as far as he can, as a Part of his Duty to 
Chriſt. But when he muſt break with 
them, or offend his Maſter, then compara- 


tively he will hate Father and Mother, and Luke xiv. 


Wife and Children, and Brethren and Siſters,and 16. 


his own Life alſo tor Chriſt's Sake. He obeys 


God rather than the greateſt Authority up- 
on Earth: And renounces the Influence of 


the deareſt Friend, with a Get thee behind 


me, Satan. In a word, he dares not commit 
the leaſt known Sin, or deny the leaſt Truth 
of Goo, to pleaſe all the World or the beſt 
Maa upon Earth. | 


3. HE will carefully direct his Actions 
and Endeavours in the beſt Manner he can 


towards his great End. Which directly 


expreſſes the Force of our Tranſlation. We 
labour to be well- pleaſing to Chriſt. ?Tis a 
vain Thing to profeſs that we deſire and 


intend his Approbation, if the Courſe of 
our Actions is quite another way, or indeed 


if they carry not a plain Biaſs and Ten- 
dency towards it. For That is a Man's go- 
verning Aim, which he chiefly purſues. He 
that would in earneſt be what Chriſt would 


have him be, cares hom he may pleaſe the 


Lord. I mean not, that this Deſign can be 
ſuppos'd actually to come into his Thoughts 


in every particular Action he does: That 
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15 next to impoſſible. But ſuch a Man will 
take a great deal of Pains to diſcover his 
Maſter's Will; to prove what is acceptable to 
the Lord, whoſe he is, and whom he de- 
ſires to ſerve. He imploys himſelf moſt in 
ſuch Things as are certainly agreeable to 
him. He cannot fatisfy himſelf to want, 
or ſo much as ſeem to want the Qualifi- 
cations indiſpenſably neceſſary to his Ac- 
ceptance ; and his Pleaſure and Buſineſs 
is in the Diſcharge of his Duty: Where- 
as on the contrary he keeps a ſtrict Guard 
againſt every known Offence. In the deli- 
berate and more important Actions of Life 
he will oblige himſelf to enquire particu- 
larly how far they ſuit with his Deſign. All 
the Talents and Capacities he is furniſh'd 
with, are conſecrated without Reſerve to 
his Lord : norcan he be content to refer one 
Sort of Actions only to this End, while o- 
thers are ordinarily exempted ; as ſup- 
poſe a Man {ſhould pretend to pleaſe Chriſt 
in his Religious Actions, but not in the 
Courſe of Common Life. A ſincere 
Chriſtian purſues his Approbation in e- 
very Station he fills; in every Relation 
wherein he ſtands ; with every Talent, 
natural or acquir'd, of Body or Mind, 
or Eſtate, wherewith he is intruſted. A 
devoted Servant of this Maſter cannot ſa- 
tisfy himſelf to neglect his Duty, when he 
can propoſe no other Aim by it beſides 


Chriſts 
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Chriſt's Acceptance: as for Inſtance ſuch 
Parts of his Duty as are inviſible to Men, 
or unreputable in the Account of the World. 
He will take pains to purify his Heart, as 
well as his Life; to adorn the hidden Mam of 
the Heart, which in the Sight of God is of great 
Price. And to manage all his Performances 
in that Manner which he has reaſon to hope 
Chriſt will like beſt : To 40 all heartily and col. iii. 
chearfully, as to the Lord and not to men: 23. 
And to carry his Conformity and Obedi- 

ence to him to the greateſt Heights he can. 

He'll think himſelf concern'd, in Acts of 
Worſhip, not to bring the Blind and the Lame xlal. i. 
and the Sick, but the Male of his Flock : And 13, 14. 
in the Service of Life, to do his Beſt for 

the Glory of Gop and the Benefit of his 


Generation. 


ITUER E is yet another Branch of the 
Character to be enlarg'd upon; And that 
18 oy, 


III. Tu E Extent and Compaſs of a 


Chriſtian's Concern and Care to reach his 


Excellent Aim. Whether preſcat or abſent ; 


whether continuing in the Body, or diflodg- 


ing out of it, he preſſes toward the Mark 

of this Prize, to be acceptable to Chriſt. 
Some indeed refer this to our Acceptance 
with Chriſt, As if the Apoltle had ſaid, We 
deſire that Chriſt may be well-pleas'd with 

us here and hereafter : We ſtrive both for 
e „ T hoc 
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Jude xxi, 


| were intended to relate to the laſt, they would ratheg 


Thoſe Marks of Acceptance which he 
grants his Servants in this World, and e- 
ſpecially for. the higher Tokens of it in the 
Life to come. And this is without Doubt in 
the Chriſtian's View, as there has been Oc- 


caſion to ſhew already. He is ſollicitous for 


the Grace and Mercy he needs from Chriſt 
by the Way; and for his Mercy alſo unto E- 
ternal Life. He deſires to belong to Chriſt's 
Family on Earth, and in Heaven too. 
But I apprehend, we are rather to refer 
theſe Words to the Chriſtiaz's Concern about 


being acceptable to Chriſt, As if he had 


ſaid, Whether we are going on in Life, or 
on the very Borders of another World, this 


is the Ambition and Concern of our 


Souls *. This emphatical Addition may 


beſpeak three Things. 


1. That a Chriſtian is more concern'd 
to have CNRIST pleas'd with him, than a- 
bout the Time of his Life or his Death; 


Whether he is to continue in the Body for 


a longer or a ſhorter Time. Thus the 
Words will be brought in as a Sort of 
| Check 


— — —— 


* As the Words lie in the Original; they may admit 
of either Senſe. A13 x, oiachipuucdte, a75s dne, 
Ge uPnpii]cs, evdercor dyry . The Words I am 
now conſidering, lie in the midſt between e. 
uus Ta and evdzecourt; and therefore may without Ab- 
ſurdity be apply'd to either. Yet I apprehend if they 
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Check to thoſe eager Deſires of leaving the 


Body and going home to the Lox D, which 


the Apoſtle had expreſs'd in the foregoing 


Verſe. © However; tho', were I to chuſe 


| „ for my own Intereſt, I ſhould gladly 
quit this Body to be with my Loxo: 


« Yet as to that, ot as I will, but as my 
& Lord mill. J am content, for that and 
« every Thing elſe, to be concluded by 
Let me but have 
my higher Wiſh in this, that I am ac- 
ceptable to Cyr1sT ; and then whether 
cin the Body or out of the Body, I am 


A 
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* 
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« fully ſatisfy'd in his Choice for me. ? 


He expreſſes juſt the ſame Temper in his 


Epiſtle to the Philippians; According to my phil 


earneſt Expectation and my Hope, that in 
Nothing I ſhall be aſhamed; but that with 


N _ all Boldneſs, as always, jo now alſo Chriſt [ball 


be magnified in my Body, whether it be by Life 
or by Death, His greateſt Hope and Wiſh, 
was, that Chriſt ſhould be magnified in 
him; whether by his Life, in active Ser- 
vice to his Intereſt; or by his Death, ſuf- 
fering for the Teſtimony of IEsus. 
therefore, tho? afterwards he declares the 
fame Preference of a Departure to be with 


And 


1. 20. 


Chriſt, as he does in this Context; Vet up- Ver. 23. 
on an Apprehenſion that it would be more *+ 5. 


for the Intereſt of Chriſt and his Church, 
that he ſhould remain a little longer below, 
he expreſſes himſelf fully fatisfy*d to do fo. 


Sudh 
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ciſe he is pleas'd to aſſign them, either by 


Such*ought to be the Frame of Chriſtians | 


in general. Heaven ſhould bepreferr*d to 


Earth as far better. But they ſhould be 
fully willing to ſtay or go at Chriſt's Plea- 
ſure ; To exerciſe Patience in waiting for 
their own Reward, till they have done all 
the Service which Chriſt will have from 


them below ; and have born all the Exer- 


ſuffering for his Cauſe, or enduring the 


| Pains and Sickneſs of a crazy Body, or the 


Heb.x.36. 


Infirmities of Age. Faith and Patience are 
indeed needful to a Chriſtian who knows 


he ſhall go to his Father's Houſe when he | 
leaves this; that after he has done the Will of | 


God, he may receive the Promiſe, But this he 


ſhould be ſtriving and praying for, that he 
may be chearfully willing to deny himſelf | 


in this as well as other Caſes for the plea- 


ſing of his Maſter. = 


2. Ir may intimate, that᷑ a real Chriſtian 


continues and perſeveres in this holy Tem- 


per to the End. He defers not on the one 
Hand to make Proviſion for ſo important a 
Concern till his laſt Moments; but pur- 


ſues his Prize living as well as dying; and 


tho? he ſhould begin early, would reckon 
the whole Courſe of this ſhort Lite little 
enough to lay in for the Smiles of his Ma- 
ſter. On the contrary he is not fatisfy*d 
with a tranſient Care in this Matter ; but 


keeps | 
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keeps up the ſame Concern to the laſt: 
6 As knowing, that if he ſhould draw back, Heb. x 39. 
. Chriſt would have no Pleaſure in him. A live- 
ly Chriſtian works hard all the Day, and 
yet is not weary of his Maſter's Service in 
the Evening. And for certain, when he 
comes actually into the ſeparate State, he'll 
be far from changing his Biaſs: Tho? there 
will be no Occaſion then for any painfull 
Purſuit of his Deſign ; yet a Tendency, a 
Bent towards it will be the Temper moſt 
connatural to his confirm'd and perfect 
State. 7 . | 
3. Tris may be intended to ſignify, 
I that a Chriſtian will ſhew his Deſire to 
. pleaſe Chriſt, both in Life and Death, by 
- a ſuitable Behaviour in both. IF he lives, Rom. xiv. 
he lives to the Lord; and if he dies, he dies t0 ES 
the Lord: whether therefore he lives or dies, he 
is the Lords. e 
As long as a Chriſtian remains in the 
Body, to him to live is Chriſt. He will Phil. i ar. 
readily do him all the active Service he 
can, while he has Breath and Being, with 
his Health and Strength and Capacities of 
all Kinds. As a Probationer and a Citi- 
zen of this World, he endeavours to ma- 
nage himſelf with a farther View than to ö 
this World. Tho? he lives in it, his Life | 
is directed to higher Aims than any Thing — 
within the Bounds of Time. 5 
| E AND 
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Ap when he has it in nearer View, | 
that he ſhall leave the Body; yet hel ex- 
preſs a Devotedneſs to Chriſt in Wayes ſui- | 
table to his preſent Circumſtances. When 
dying, he labours to pleaſe Chriſt. If he 
is threatned with Death by the Cruelty of 
Perſecutors, unleſs he will be unfaithful to 
” his Maſter; he is content to offer Life a 
Ads xxi. Sacrifice to him. As St. Paul ſpeaks, I am 
| 13. read) not to be bound only, but alſo to die at 
Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord Jeſus. And 
þ when Death makes it's Approaches in the 
| ordinary Way, as he has Room and Oppor- 
| tunity, he will be glad to do Chriſt Service 
| in his laſt Moments: To be a Witneſs of | 
| his Goodneſs and Fidelity, and of the Plea- 
| {ures of his Service, to thoſe about him: 
E To leave the beſt Impreſſions he can on 

the Minds of his ſurviving Relations or 
2 Pet. i. Friends; as St. Peter, knowing that ſhortly he 
| 1+ 15* muſt put off this Tabernacle, endeavour'd that 
il thoſe who had been his Charge before might 
| be able after his Deceaſe to have the Things 
BY wherein he had inſtructed them always 
| in Remembrance. A good Man will con- | 
| trive with Pleaſure for the Good of Future 
| Times, when he is bidding an Adieu to 
| the World himſelf: That Chriſt's Honour 
| Toy be promoted and his Service advanc'd, 
as far as he has a Capacity for it, when 
himſelf is dead and gone. Charitable Be- 
nefactions out of his Subſtance, or good 
Advices 
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Advices to thoſe that come after him, will 


be a pleaſant Employment, when Fleſh and 
Heart are failing. Tis true Good Men 


have not always Time, or Strength and 
Spirits for this; or they may not be appre- 
henſive of Death immediately approach- 


Ing : For the beſt Men may be ſurpriz'd 


with the Harbingers of Death as well as 
other People; or not be ſenſible how near 
Life is ebbing out; tho? they are not ſur- 


priz'd with Death itſelf, ſo as to be alto- 
gether unprepar'd for it. But ſuppoſing 
à Chriſtian to diſcern his Departure at 
Hand, to be in a preſent cheerful Frame, 


and to have a deſirable Supply of natural 
Spirits; he will be glad to ſeal his Teſti- 


, mony for Chriſt with his laſt Breath. 


Axp now having drawn out this Cha- 


racter of a real and lively Chriſtian accor- 


ding to the Apoſtle's Deſcription in the 


Text; *tis fit I ſhould come to make ſome 


Application. And that ſhall be in the fol- 
lowing Inferences. 1 


1. WE may collect hence, how great a 


Thing it is to be a Chriſtian. Tis far 


more than wearing a different Name from 
the reſt of the World: For it refines and 
raiſes a Man's governing Aim and Bent. 
It gives him a new Centre, and conſe- 


quently alters his Tendencies and Inclina- 


R 2 tions. 


"A FungRAL SERMON for 


— — — 
—ͤĩ — — - 


ns POT — — — — 


tions. He chiefly loves and regards an un- 
ſeen Saviour, and makes more Account of 
his Smiles or Frowns, than of the Friend- 
ſhip or Enmity of all the World. And 
his. Courſe of AQting is ſuitable to a | 
Heart thus fix'd. May it not then be | 
juſtly fear'd even of moſt that bear the 
Denomination, that, they are altogether 
unacquainted with the Temper and Spirit, 
of Chriſtians ! They pals under the Name: 
But the Deſigns they plainly purſue, mark 
them out for Mer of the World, whoſe Portion 
is in this Life, They riſe up early, and (it 
up late, and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, 
to compaſs ſome ſecular Deſign: But the 
Plcaſing of Chriſt appears to have little 
Place in their Thoughts, becauſe 'tis evi- 
dent That is not made the Scope of their 
Lives. They are either purſuing Ends in- 
conſiſtent with This, or diſcover a Negli- 
gener here, which ſpeaks other Things to 
ave the Aſcendant in their Affections. 
But the true Chriſtian firſt ſettles his 
great End, and then in the main of his 
Character acts conſiſtently with it both 
living and dying. 


2. THIS Character of a Chriſtian, 
may juſtly put the Beſt among us to the 
Bluſh, and engage to deep Repentance 
and Humiliation, that we act fo far be- 
FOOT} the Aims by which we profeſs to 


govern 
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- govern ourſelves. It Conſcience can vouch 
f br us, that we ha ve fix'd our End right; 
wvyet in how many Caſes may it be our Mo- 
1 | nitor, That either we forget our chief De- 
a ſign, or purſue it with great Coldneſs and 
- Inconſtancy ! It was our Saviour's Obſer- 
e vation, and every Age proves it too true, 
r That the Children of this World are wiſer in Luke wi. 
8. 


7 their Generation, than the Children of Light. 
:. e. Thoſe who have acted the moſt fooliſh 
k | Part in the Settlement of their chief End, 
» | dfatisfying themſelves wth a Portion here, 
it generally take wiſer Steps in Purſuit of the 
3, | Good they have fix'd upon; than thoſe, 
E who have made their Choice by better 
e | Light, ordinarily do for ſecuring theirs. 
i- The ambitious Courtier, the covetous Mi- 
ir ſer, the Man of Pleaſure, proſecute their 
- | Afeveral Aims with Eagerneſs and Applica- 
i- | tion; can deny themſelves in other Mat- 
0 ters, to reach the Point of their Wiſhes; 
s. and are very ſollicitous to know what Pro- 
is | greſs they make towards their End by all 
is their Endeavours. But how often may 
h- Conſcience reproach us with practical In- 


difference in our greateſt Concernment ! 
We ſuffer ourſelves to go off from our 


„ Centre, to forget our Maſter, and how 
ie | we ſhould behave to him; let other Aims 
e | carry us impetuoully after them, and go 
e- | on at an Uncertainty whether our Maſter 
9 approves us or no. Such Sallies from our 


n | main 


1 


ä 
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main End, are the greater Reproach to 
us, when we have fix'd our Choice on a 
Deſign fo worthy and reaſonable. It | 
{ſhould humble us before G ov, and at the | 
Bar of our Conſciences, that when we | 
took the wiſeſt Step of our whole Lives 


_ in determining to ſeek the Favour of 
||  CnarisrT as our principal Intereſt, we 


ſhould carry it more irrationally in Pur- 
ſuit of ſuch an End, than thoſe who have 


J only fading Triffgs in vier. g 
ö 3. W = ſhoul Fall be excited to a Con- 


formity of Temper to that expreſs'd here | 

by the holy Apoſtle. We ſhould be deli- |} 
ver'd into the fame Mould, 

3 Ax EH you hitherto utter Strangers to 

x ©. any ſuck*Biaſs ? Have you never bent 


ac = . 
* Geared 


|| our Thoughts towards pleafing of Chriſt ; 
* 8 8 

|| but merely liv'd to yourſelves, or the Hu- 

| mours and Inclinations of your Fellow 

| | Creatures? Think a little, how unjuſtly 

| and unrighteoufly you have lived. CHRIST 


has the moſt undoubted Claim to your be- 
ing thus affected towards him. You are 
his in Right before your own Confent. He 
is cloath'd with his Father's Authority for 
your Subjection: He has bought you with 
the Price of his own Blood: Moſt of you 
have been ſolemnly dedicated to his Ser- 
vice: You call him Lord, which beſpeaks 
your full Obligation to this. Either there- 
ore renounce the Name of Chriſtians ; I 
| et 


— wn ted 
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let him be own'd in his Claims from you. 
How ungrateful is your Refuſal, after all | 
his Condeſcenſion and Grace! He pleaſed = 
not himſelf, but became a Man of Sorrows, | 
made himſelf of no Reputation, became | 
obedient unto Death, for your Sakes : And 
can you refuſe this Return of Duty and 
Affection? You are call'd to live to him, Cor. v. | 
who died for you, (that you might become is. 

pleaſing to God thro? him,) and roſe again, 
that he might receive the Teſtimonies of 
your Devotedneſs to him. What Enemies 


* | are you to your own Intereſt, by ſtanding 

5 | out againſt this Demand! You have no 

” other Way to ſecure your everlaſting Wel- 
fare but by his Favour. Can you think 

bl of dying, while He is not your Friend, 

rt | who has the Kyys of the inviſible World and py i. 18. 

3 | of Death! who has the Power 10 give eter- : 

4 | al Life, or ſentence to eternal Death. 


I Lou have a more certain Way to ſecure his 
3 Approbation, than the Eſteem of Men; 
They are humorous, inconſtant, and of 
— different Sentiments: But He is of one 
e Mind, and has let us know his Will; and 
le is eaſily pleas d by any One that heartily 
makes it his Buſineſs. If there be firſt a 2 Cor viii. 
willing Mind, it is accepted according to that 12. 
du 2 Man has. And J may juſtly ſay, if you 
Would be perſuaded to make a Trial, you 
ks would find the trueſt Pleaſure to yourſelves 


'E- in purſuing CHRISsT's Approbation. In 
OF | Purſuit 
et 
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main End, are the greater Reproach to 
us, when we have fix'd our Choice on a 
Deſign ſo worthy and reaſonable. It 
ſhould humble us before G o v, and at the 


Bar of our Conſciences, that when we 
took the wiſeſt Step of our whole Lives 
in determining to ſeek the Favour of 


CHRIST as our principal Intereſt, we 
ſhould carry it more irrationally in Pur- 
ſuit of ſuch an End, than thoſe who have 
only fading Triffgs in view. 

3. W = ſhoul 
formity of Temper to that expreſs'd here 


by the holy Apoſtle. We ſhould be deli- | 


ver'd into the fame Mould, 


Ax E you hitherto utter Strangers to 


any ſuch*Biaſs ? Have you never bent 
your Thoughts towards pleafing of Chriſt; | 
but merely liv'd to yourſelves, or the Hu- 


mours and Inclinations of your Fellow- | 
Creatures? Think a little, how unjuſtly |} 
and unrighteoufly you have liv'd. CHRIST 

has the moſt undoubted Claim to your be- 
ing thus affected towards him. You are 


his in Right before your own Confent. He 


is cloath'd with his Father's Authority for 


your Subjection; He has bought you with 
the Price of his own Blood: Moſt of you 


have been ſolemnly dedicated to his Ser- 
vice: You call him Lord, which beſpeaks 
your full Obligation to this. Either there- 
fore renounce the Name of Chriſtians ; or 


let 


Il be excited to 2 Con- | 
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of dying, while He is not 


let him be own'd in his Claims from you. 
How ungrateful is your Refuſal, after all 
his Condeſcenſion and Grace! He pleaſed 
not himſelf, but became a Man of Sorrows, 
made himſelf of no Reputation, became 


obedient unto Death, for your Sakes : And 


can you refuſe this Return of Duty and 
Affection? You are call'd to Ive to him,, Cor. v. 
who died for you, (that you might become s. 
pleaſing to Gop thro? him,) and roſe again, 


that he might receive the Teſtimonies of 
your Devotedneſs to him. What Enemies 
| are you to your own Intereſt, by ſtanding 
| out againſt this Demand! You have no 
| Other Way to ſecure your everlaſting Wel- 


fare but by his Favour. Can you think 
your Friend, 
who has the Keys of the inviſible World and pe i. 18. 
of Death ! who has the Power to give eter- 
nal Life, or ſentence to eternal Death. 
You have a more certain Way to ſecure his 
Approbation, than the Eſteem of Men ; 
They are humorous, inconſtant, and of 
different Sentiments: But He is. of one 
Mind, and has let us know his Will; and 
is eaſily pleas'd by any One that heartily 


makes it his Bulineſs. If there be firſt a + Cor vii. 


willing Mind, it is accepted according to that ** 
2 Man has. And J may juſtly fay, if you 
would be perſuaded to make a 'Trial, you 
would find the trueſt Pleaſure to yourſelves 
in purſuing CHRIST's Approbation. In 

8880 Purſuit 
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Purſuit of this End, you would find Reſt 
I to your Souls, and that Peace of Go p, 
[i thro' CHRIST, to keep your Hearts and 
+ HP Minds, which is not to be met with elſe- 
where. 8 0 


Ir we have deliberately ſettled upon this 
bor our governing Aim, let us purſue it 
3 with the Spirit of the Text. Often review 
our End; recall ourſelves, when we are 
þ going off from it; and preſs towards it 
with more Zeal and Steadineſs and Uni- 
Col. i. 10. formity ; endeavouring to walk worthy of our 
* Lord, unto all Pleaſing. Every Branch of 
ut _ Holineſs and Duty will then be natural 
j and eaſy to us: In keeping his Commands 
it we ſhall feel a great Reward. Conſcience 
will furniſh us with a conſtant Entertain- 
ment. Afflictions and Sufferings will loſe 
their Sting; Chriſt, whom we ſerve, will | 
[i] cure for us and be with us in all our Difficul- | 
| | ties: His Spirit will help our Infirmities, | 
| and abide with us as a Comforter. Death 
Itſelf will have a chearfull Aſpe& ; and an 
Entrance will be miniſtred to us abundant- 
ly into his everlaſting Kingdom. 


4. WE have great Reaſon to lament it 
| | as a ſenſible Loſs to our World, when ſuch 
[ Chriſtians, and eſpecially ſuch Miniſters 
3 are remov'd hence, as were eminently go- 
vern'd by this noble Aim. Such Perſons 

are 
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x are the moſt diffuſive Bleſſings, while they 
\ live: Acting under this Influence, they fill 
Fi up their ſeveral Stations at another Rate 
. than the common Rank of People, to the 
| Honour of God and the Good of Mankind. 
Minilters eſpecially, as their Office and 


A Buſineſs has the moſt beneficial Tendency 

it to the higheſt Intereſts of Men; when they 

oy behave themſelves in their Work with a 

+ lively Regard to their Maſter's Judgment, 

ir | ſpread a Bleſſing around them, and have 

1 ſuch Opportunities to do Good as come 

„ not in every one's Way. Therefore all the 

of | Time allow'd them to ſtay below, while 

al! they are capable of acting ſor their Maſter, 

1s is a Kindneſs to the Places where they are. 

> | To abide in the Fleſh (ſayes the Apoſtle,) is phil. i 24. 
n- - more needful for you. And if their Wiſdom _ 

ſe and Experience are ripen'd by advancing 

11 | Years, they may do more Service then in 

1. | a ſmall Compals of Time, than they were 

s, | capable of before in a far longer Space. 

. Vou are thereſore all ſenſible, what a 9 
t. | wide Breach is made upon us in the Death 


of our Venerable Father and dear Friend, 
whoſe Remains were lately laid in the ſi- 


it lent Duſt : Who among all his Excellen- 
ch cies was moſt eminent for this, that living 
rs and dying he labour'd to pleaſe his Maſter 
_ in Heaven. For this conſecrated all his 
ns other Endowments, and made them ſhine 


re F with 


A FUNERAL SERMON for 


34 
"with Luſtre, and ſpread a lively Warmth 


around. | 5 $f 
He was furniſh'd with many uncommon 


Advantages for Service. Gop bleſsd him 
by Nature with an unuſual Genius. He had 


a copious Invention, a penetrating Judg- 
ment, a faithful Memory, and vigorous 


Affections. Theſe were cultivated by much 


Thought and diligent Reading. His Mind 
was capable of the cloſeſt Application ; and 


could eaſily dive into Points of no ſmall 
Difficulty, immediately faſten upon the 


main Hinge of a Debate, (which was e⸗ 
ſpecially remarkable in his Reſolution of 


| Caſes of Conſcience ;) could ſurvey the 
Compaſs of an Argument, turn it on all it's 
Sides, and repreſent it in all it's Views; 


with as great Force and Quickneſs as ever 


met with in any Man. This natural Srrength 

of his Mind ſupply'd ſome Diſadvantages in 

his Education at firſt ſetting out, which 
would have cramp'd a common Genius 


_ thro? his whole Life. 


To ſuch a Make of Mind was added 2 _ 


ſtrong aud vigorous Conſtitution of Body, 
which was favourably continu'd to him till 
his elder Years. That Diſtemper, which 


moſt of his Friends apprehended might 


have been peculiarly dangerous to Him, 


1 1 


the Small. Pox, he eſcaped to the laſt. And 


„ 


before he appear'd in this City, he was poſ- 
ſeſs'd by the Bounty of Providence of a 


conliderable 
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| conſiderable Share of worldly Sv'5ſtance : i 
Which with his large Acquaintance and li 


: diffuſive Influence, gave him Advantages |; 
| for Uſefulneſs beyond many of his Bre- 
| thren. | | 
T EEsE Things indeed without good Prin- 
 eciplesand Ends to govern them, will not 
ſerve to brighten a Character: When 
wrong ſet, they only make Men more ca- 
pable of oppoſing the Intereſt of Chriſt in 
the World. But that which gave them 
all a real Luſtre in Him was this, that he 
| lifted them All in the Service of his 
Great Loxv. 5 EY 
He began to mind Religion in earneſt in 
his younger Years; as I have learnt from 
his own Converſe, and the Information of 
others who knew the Zeal of his youthful 
Days: And entred upon the Miniſtry on 
the deſpiſed Bottom of Non-conformity, 
in an early Part of his own Age, not being 
then arriv'd at twenty; and one of the 
' earlieſt of the Riſing Generation, after the 
Melancholy Ejection of Two thouſand Mini- 
ſters in 1662, 8 | 
WEN he had preach'd for a few Years 
occaſionally in ſeveral Parts of England, and 
found the Times here ſo frowning on a 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, that he could have 
little Proſpect of purſuing his Miniſtry on 
this Side the Water; Providence very ſea- 
ſonably open'd him 5 Way for Service 
= in 
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in Ireland: Where even in thoſe Times the 
Government ſaw fit to treat Men of his 
Principles, amidſt a Swarm of bigotted 


Papiſts, in a very different Manner from 


the Uſage of their Brethren here, and even 


from the Difficulties thrown upon the Prefſ- 
| byterians of Ireland ſince, whereby their 


Hands are ty'd down to this Day from 


ſerving the Government. As he made an 


occaſional Viſit to a pious Lady *, who 


was not aſham'd of the Diſſenters Chain; 


he receiv'd an unexpected Invitation to be 
Chaplain to.a Noble Family of that King- 


dom +. There He ſound a Refuge from 
the Storm, and at length was call'd to the 
Paſtoral Office in the City of Dublin ov er 


2 Congregation of Principal Figure there. 


In that Kingdom he had an Opportunity 


of publick Service for near twenty Years, 


by his Labours in the Pulpit, by his pru- 
dent Advice, by the Improvement of the 


Intereſt he obtain'd in Perſons of the high- 


eſt Rank, and by many other Methods in 
which Providence choſe to make him a 
general-Bleſſing. There he fill'd his Sta- 


tion with unuſual Acceptance, in great 


Harmony with his Brethren in the Mini- 


ſtry, and reſpected by Moſt who were 
hearty | Proteſtants 1n that Hand : Till he 


was 
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was driven away with many others, by the 
tyrannical and violent Proceedings of a Po- 
piſh Adminiſtration in the Reign of King 


James. 


IN this City, to which he made his Re- 


treat, he was ſoon obſerv'd and eſteem'd, 
and invited to more Congregations than 
one for their ſtated Miniſter. Bur Go p, 
in his kind Providence, reſerv'd him for 
Jou, where he has continu'd in the Ser- 
vice of the Goſpel about Twenty: ſeven 
Years, 8 3 ; 
Deo the Death of the pious Mr. Bax- 
ter, he was choſen into the Merchants Le- 
cture at Pinner's Hall. There was another 
Competitor propos'd, and the Electors hap- 
pen'd to be equally divided. It was there- 
fore immediately agreed, That they ſhould 


appeal to Providence by a Lot; which fell 


upon Him. Upon this Occaſion, a Perſon 
well known to be a judge of Men, and far 


| from being prejudic'd in his Favour, faid, 


That tho he had ſerv'd his Friend; yet 
no he thought every One ought to ac- 


“% quieſce in the Choice, upon ſo imme- 


« diate Direction of Heaven, and that 
&« Mr. Williams was a Perſon of the beſt 
, natural Parts in England.” | 

THE unhappy Differences, which fell 
out afterwards, and the ſtrange and hard 
Treatment which he met with from ſome, 
N 7. J. W. eee ee eee, 
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and to convince not a Few, that they 
had taken up very wrong Apprehenſions 
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I chuſe to paſs over in Silence; wiſhing, 
(as he did) that it may for ever be bury d 
in Forgetfulneſs, *Tis neither in my In- 
clination, nor a Thing becoming me, to 


revive thoſe preter-natural Heats, ſince 


the Flame was far ſpent before my Ac- 


quaintance with him. Yet I cannot for- 
bear mentioning it to the Praife of this 
Congregation, That You faithfully ſtood by 


your Miniſter in all his Difficulties : And 


to the Praiſe of Gop, (as I have heard him 
and many others take notice of it, who 
were acquainted with the Tranſactions of 
thoſe Times) that G o p gave him that Se- 
dateneſs and Calm, beyond his natural 
Temper; and that Preſence of Mind un- 


der his eager Proſecutions, which defeat- 


ed the Deligns againſt him. And I will 
add with Pleaſure from my own Know- 


ledge ; That he liv'd to ſoften the Minds 
of Many who were moſt angry at him; 


concerning him. 5 
IAM ſatisſy'd, Thoſe who knew him 


| beſt, had the greateſt Eſteem for him; 


and could not but diſcern juſt Grounds to 


believe, that his governing Aim, was to 


be acceptable to CHRIST. 


Ix the Exerciſe of his Miniftry, he ſtu- 
dy'd to ſhew himſelf approv'd to Go p, 


and to every Man's Conſcience in the 


Sight 
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Sight of GO D. He had a very ſtrong 
Conviction of the Importance and Deſign 
of the miniſterial Work; and therefore 
diligently labour'd in it in Seaſon, and out 
of Seaſon, His Subjects were generally of 
à practical Nature; and yet (whatever 


ſome have ſuggeſted) he was a ſtre- 


nuous Aſſerter of the Grace of Goo. 
His Thoughts were ſolid and copious ; 
ſo as to go over the whole Compals 
of a Subject, and to take in an uncom- 
mon Variety of that which was perti- 
nent to it. His Manner of managing it, 
was plain and Scriptural ; with an Inter- 
pplicator 


Parts, with great Propriety and Life. 
Light and Heat were joyn'd together in 


his Diſcourſes. He ſeldom clos'd a Ser- 


| mon without a particular Addreſs to good 
and bad Men, according to the Tenor of 


his Subject; and ſome cloſe Queſtions to 
them upon it, which were peculiarly 
adapted to ſend them Home in a ſerious 
Frame. He had a ſpecial Happineſs ia 


explaining the Nature of our Covenanting 
with God, ſo as to make People ſenſible of 
the Deſign and Force of it. And I can- | 
not but apprehend, we fhould find it turg | 
to a good Account in the Courſe of our 
Miniſtry, if we were more plain and fre- 
quent in this important Matter. | 
Ans 
| 
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AND as he preached in earneſt, ſo He was 


a conſtant Preacher. When He was ſeiz'd 


ſeven Years ago with that firſt TIneſs, which 


began viſibly to break his Conſtitution ; 


He was heard to fay, that from his firſt 


Entrance upon the Miniſtry to that Time, 


He had never been oblig'd wholly to omit 


Preaching for above five L o R 's Dayes. 
And with what unwearied Zeal he con- 
tinued in that his Beloved Work among 
You, tho? frequently under great Indiſpoſi- 


tions in his later Years ; you are all Wit- 


neſſes. 


His Succeſſes were remarkable as well 
as his Labours ; for the Converſion of ſome, 


the Improvement of others, and the Di- 


rection many received by the Word of 


Gop in his Mouth in particular Difficul- | 
ties; of which J could tell ſome remarka- 
ble Inſtances. His Anniverſary. Sermons 


to young People on that Day of Leiſure, 


Chriſtmas-Day, (which he preached himſelf 
all the time he continu'd among You, ex- 


cept. once,) had the Bleſſing to begin a 


good Work in ſeveral, 


TEE ſame Love tohis Maſter's Inte- 


reſt, which ſpirited him to ſo much Zeal 


in his own Miniſterial Work, induc'd him 
to encourage the Sons of the Prophets, and 


the younger Generation of Miniſters, No 


man was a more candid Hearer of their 


Publick Performances, or more glad of an 


Opportuairy 
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Opportunity to helpꝰem forward into Uſe- 
| fulneſs: And yet no Man a more faithful | 
Friend by kind and neceſſary Admonitions, | 


when there was Occaſion for it. Upon Ele- 

|. ven Years Experience I mult declare, that 
» |} ſuch was his Condeſcenſion and friendly 

t | Behaviour in all that Time to One fo much 
his Junior, that I could not expect to ſerve | 
in the Goſpel with any other with more | 
: Eaſineſs and Satisfaction of Mind. And 
I have had the ſame Account from both _ | 
my worthy Predeceſſors in that Relation 
to Him, both in Ireland and England *. 


— — — 
—— — — — 
— 


> | Tux ſame Deſign which he purſu'd in | 
- | the Pulpit, was the Thing he had in View | 
f | in his Writizgs alſo ; The Service of Chriſt. 
|- | As he endeavour'd conſcientiduſly to form 
i- | his Principles of Faith and Practice upon 
is an impartial Enquiry into the Mind of God 
e, in the Scriptures : So wherever he thought 
If | Truth carry'd him, he boldly avow'd it 
- | without Diſguiſe or Concealment, what- 
a | ever Cenſures or Oppolitions he might 
have Rea ſon to expect. And whatever he 
e- thought the Preſent Truth, or that Branch 
al of the Chriſtian Scheme which was moſt 
m | ſtruck at in any preſent Juncture; he was | 
id | ane of the moſt forward to appear for it. 
lo | This gave Riſe to Thoſe of his Writings _ 
ir ; | G Which 
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which are Controverſial : Wherein People of 


Candour and Impartiality, whether they 


agree with his Sentiments or no, muſt ſee a 
very honeſt Deſign, Clearnefs in the Man- 


ner, a plain State of the Matter in Queſti- 
on, Strength of Reaſon, anda Temper be- 
coming a Chriſtian and a Miniſter. 


HE was often oblig'd to be concern d 
in Matters of a publick Nature; and cer- 
tainly had a Head admirably turn'd for 
Buſineſs. The Compaſs of his Thoughts, 
and the Wiſdom of his Advice, would re- 
markably appear upon ſuch Occaſions, and 
was obſerv'd by Many of high Rank. But 
in this Part of his Conduct, he was under 
the ſame Government of Religion and of 
a Regard to his Loxo, as in all the reſt. 
And thereſore was inflexibly honeſt in all: 


Abhor'd any Wiſdom of the Serpent, 


which could not conſiſt with the Innocen- 
cy of the Dove. He would never ſuffer 


himſelf to come in to a Court-Trick or a 
politick Doubling : Nor could be affright- 


ed or allur'd into Meaſures contrary to the 
| Intereſt of his Country: And quickly 
gave up an Intimacy or Friendſhip with 
the Greateſt, when they ventur'd to make 


any ſuch Attempt upon him. There is one 


Thing fit to be particularly remember'd to 
his Honour: When ſoma Meſſengers from 


the Court, in the Reign of King James II. 
endeavour'd to bring the Diſſenting = 
A hg niſters 
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niſters of London into an Addreſs approv- | 
ing the Diſpenſing Power ; in a Conference | 

upon that Occaſion, and in the Preſence of 
the Court-Tools, Mr. Milliams bravely de- 
| clar'd, . That as it was pait Doubt, that 
„ the Severities of the former Reign upon 
„ Proteſtant Diſſenters, were rather as they 
„ ſtood in the Way of arbitrary Power, 
„ rhan for their Religious Diſſent; fo it 
' | * were better for them to be reduc'd to 
their former Hardſhips, than declare for 
5 « Meaſures deſtructive of the Liberties 
| | © of their Country.” This he purſu'd 
with ſo much Clearneſs, that all concern d, 
rejected the Motion, and the Emiſſaries 
f | wentaway diſappointed, I will only add, 
. That tho' he had frequent Occaſion to 
: | ftand before great Perſons ; yet he was far 
„from affecting it, otherwiſe than as he had 
- | *a Proſpe& of doing ſome Service to Re- | 
r ligion by it, 5 
4 HE was a hearty Mourner for the late 
'- melancholy Aſpect of our Affairs; and 
E | bore as great a Share as any Man in the 
y Joy of His Majeſty King GEORG F's 
h peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe 
e Kingdoms. The Safety of His Sacred Per- 
e ſon, the Proſperity of His Royal Family, 
Oo | the Peace and long Continuance of His | 
m Government, the Direction of His Coun- 1 
IJ. fels, and the Suppreſſing of His Enemies, | 
1 | N G 2 Were 
15 
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if pere the Subject of his daily Prayers; as | 
. they are of all his Brethren, _ 5 
i His Eſtate was chiefly us'd in doing | 
1 Good. He exercis'd a Frugality as to his | 
oon Perſon, poſſibly to an Exceſs : But | 
þ it was with this Deſign (as he expreſſes 
| himſelf in his laſt Will,) That he mizht be 
1 the more uſeful to others, both in his Life and 


after his Death, And accordingly, the Bleſ- | 
ſings of Many who were ready to periſh | 
| came upon him. Beſides, that Numbers of 
| Miniſters and Students, who were in ne- 
. ceſſitous Circumſtances, receiv'd frequent 
| and liberal Exhibitions from him. And TI 
|| muſt ſay from my own Obſervation, That 
tho? he was naturally of a very provident 
Temper, and might not go ſo far as ſome 
1 others upon the mere Principle of Genero- 
|| fſity; yet where a Senſe of Duty, or a 
1 Proſpect of Service to any good Deſign 
iS call'd him to diſtribute freely, I have met 
|| with few Men more ready and furniſh'd 
to good Works. They were no ſmall 
|. Sums of Money, which he entirely loſt 
Ii among ſome to whom he. charitably lent 
?em for their Support and Aſſiſtance 1n the 
World, upon Apprehenſions of their good 
Character, or the Hopes of promoting 
ſome uſetul Deſign thereby. And as he 
ſpent much of his Life in Beneſactions, as 
Gop had. proſper'd him; So it was plain- 
iy his Aim at his Death alſo, to conſign 
e 8 the 


— - 
— - — 2 1 1 * 


. 
| 
[ 
| 
[ 
5 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— —— — 


KF 


* 


— 


— 


Dr. DANIEL WILLIAMS. 


, t. 


45 


11 


the Body of his Eſtate to the greateſt Vari- 
ety of Excellent Charities, ſor the Glory 
of God and the Good of Mankind, that 
I remember to have met with within the 
Deſign of one Man. 


BESIůUEs his watchful Care over his 
own Congregation, and the many other 
Services in the Pulpit and out of it, to 


| - which he was call'd in is Great City ; he 
had a very extenſive Concern for the Inte- 
reſt of Chriſt in all Parts: And was ready 


with his Advice or Purſe or Influence, to 


give his Aſſiſtance for advancing or ſup- 
porting it, upon Applications even from 
the remoteſt Quarters. Not only England, 


but Scotland and Ireland, and the American 


. Colonies, had a very large Share in his 


Concern : So that it might be apply'd to 


him as truly as to any ordinary Miniſter I 


haveknown, that He had upon him the Care 


of all the Churches. 
Tu o He was a Steady Nonconformiſt 
upon Principle, yet he had a charitable 
Temper towards the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
That induc'd him at the Revolution to be 
very deſirous of a Comprehenſion, on Con- 
dition of a ſree Toleration to ſuch other 


Proteſtant Difſenters as could not be in- 


Way: 


cluded. But the Temper ſhewn by the 
prevailing Part of Clergymen at that 
Time and ſince, made him apprehenſive, 
that little Good was to be expected that 
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Way: Vet he often exprefs'd a firm per- 


ſuaſion, that GOD would in time bring 


all Sober and Moderate Proteſtants near- 
er together, and find ſome Way of ſepara- 
ting them more entirely from the Looſe 


%% Ts 
I veR1Ly believe that He governed 


himſelf ſteadily, in all the Provinces he 
was call'd to, by the Dictates of his Con- 


ſcience: And when that was determined, 
was immoveable by any Temporal Conſi- 


derations; but purſu'd what he thought 
right, with a blunt Integrity and unfhaken | 
Refolution. For it was a little Thing with 
him to be judged of Man's Judgment. 8 
Tuis Firmneſs in proſecuting and go- 
ing thro? with the many Affairs he was 
concern'd in without Regard to the Opini- 
on of Men, muſt be expected to draw up- 
on him many Cenſures, and make him 
ſome Enemies. But I muſt ſay, he had an 
unuſual Readinefſs to forgive his worſt Ene- 
mies. He rejoyc'd in their Welfare, ſym- 


pathiz'd with them in their A fflictions, 
willingly did good Offices for them aſter- 
wards; and ſeldom or never car'd to ſpeak 
ill of them, or to hear others do it, with- 
out important Reaſon. The Teſtimony 
of his own Conſcience gave him ſufficient 


Satisſaction. But however free ſome Peo- 
ple made with his Reputation; He was 


conſcientiouſly tender of that of others, e- 
5 = ſpecially 
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nice a Tlung a Good Name is, and of what 


Conſequence to Men's Service in the 


World. 
THAT Which was his own Beloved 


Character, Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, 
did above all Things recommend others to 


his Eſteem ; tho? it were found in the mean- 
| eſt People, or attended with very weak 


| Abilities, or diſcern'd in Thoſe of very dif- 
| ferent Sentiments from himſelf : For he 


truly lov'd an Honeſt Man, in whom there 
was no Guile, where-ever he met him. 


IN ſuch a Courſe of Service to his Ge- 


| neration and Fidelity to his Lox D, having 
obtained Help of Gop, He continu'd to a 


good Old Age. But now it has pleas'd the 


great Loxp of Life and Death to put a 


Period to this valuable and Uſeful Life ; 


and thereby to give Occaſion to many to 


Lament fo Great a Breach ; eſpecially to 


ſorrow molt of all, that we ſhall ſee his 


Face no more. This Congregation will 


enjoy no more the Inſtructions, the Over- 


Strength: The Diſſenting Intereſt a zeal- 


ſight, the Prayers, of this able, experienc'd 
and vigilant Paſtor : Iam bereav'd of 2 


kind and tender Father, and a moſt affecti- 
onate Fellow-Labourer in the Logo, His 
Brethren in the Miniſtry have loſt an a- 


greeable Companion, a prudent Coun- 
ſellor, and an eminent Ornament and 
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ous Friend and Supporter : And almoſt all 


readily own his Merit, when all Matters 
of Perſonal Difference ſhall be quite for- 


the Churches One who naturally car'd for 


them. A Loſs it is which will be long felt, 


and, I doubt not, more hereafter than at 
preſent. And "impartial Poſterity will 


got. 


Any One of whom 
would be a general Loſs to an Intereſt at 


any time. Yet, 


THIS Subject furniſhes us with juſt 


Grounds of Satisfaction and Support under 
ſuch Melancholy Providences. 


As we are Chriſtians our great Delire 


is that CHRIST may be pleas'd. It was 


his Will to call His Faithful Servant to re- 


ceive his Reward. He had finiſh'd the 
Work which he gave him to do; and we 


are ſure the Time He chuſes for diſmiſſing 
Any out of their Poſts of Service here, is 


upon all Conſiderations the Beſt ; tho' We 


might apprehend their longer Continuance 


would ſerve many Excellent Purpoſes. 
| 0 un 
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5 Mr. Caftaires, Principal of the College of aue 
. T Mr. Blare of Londonderry. : 


Tris Loſi 18 the more ſenſible, becauſe 
it has fo ſoon follow'd the Removal of two 
other Miniſters of Principal Note and 
Worth for Experience, Fidelity and Pru- 
dence, the one in . *, and the o- 
ther in Ireland F : 


* —_— — 
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 Ouxr Pious Friends or Miniſters, who 
ere dead in the Lord, are certainly 
Iwell-pleas'd Themſelves; not only be- 
cauſe their Will is entirely reſolv'd into 


CaxisT's, but becauſe it is in itſelf far 
better to be with Him. If we could hear 


them ſpeak, it would be the ſame Lan- 
guage with that of CHRIST to his Diſciples, 
7 ye loved Me, ye would Rejoyce, becauſe ] ſaid, 


o unto the Father. And ſince CHRIST and 
They are fully fatisfy'd ; We can have no 


Reaſon to repine. Good Men would not 
live here always, for they deliberately pre- 
fer the other State; and deſire a better 


Country, that is, an Heavenly, 
AN D when Age and Infirmities grow 


upon them, then eſpecially we ſhould not 


grudge them an Entrance into Reſt, a 
Reſt from their Labours ; or think much 


that they are call'd to go out of the Body 
to their Gop and Redeemer and Maſter, 
when their Bodies begin to become unte- 


nantable. The Removal of our Rewerexd 
Father was agreeable to a Deſire he often 


expreſsd, (and which wiſe and good Men 


in all Ages have concurr'd with him in,) 
that if it pleaſs'd God, He might not outlive his 


Vſefulneſs. There was indeed ſcarce any 
diſcernable Abatement in the Capacities of 


His Mind: But as he had turn'd the Age 


of Man; ſo Bodily Diſorders greatly imbit- 


ter'd Life, and began (in a manner unuſu- 
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al to him) to ſequeſter him from his Be- 
living (as he often expreſs'd himſelf in his 
Jaſt ſhort Sicknels) a aying Life. Gop gave 
him his Wiſh in calhng him hence, before 
Nature ſunk under greater Infirmities, 
T 1s a great Relief to Us that ſurvive, 
that the Example of our departed Miniſters 
ſtill lives; their Inſtructions are not all 
bury'd with them, if we are but in earn- 
eſt willing to recolle& and improve them. 
We may from both ſee how to pleaſe our 
Maſter; and be excited by the Circum- 
ſtance of their Death to labour in our ſeve- 
ral Stations for that End. Being dead the) 
yet ſpeak this. And if we learn from them 
how to walk and to pleaſe. Go p, our 
Labour will not be in vain in the Loxp, 
any more than theirs was. We ſhall meet 
them with Comfort, and have a Share in 
the Bliſsſul Approbations of the fame 
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The following Tracts and Sermons were 
publifh'd by Dr. WIL L AMS. 

\ -\ TRACTS 

1 OSPEL-TRUTH ſtated and vindi- 


cated. Againſt Dr. Criſp. 169 1. 8vo. 
A Defence of Goſpel-Truth. Againſt Mr. 


Chauncy. 1693. 4to. 


An Anſwer to tte Report, c. 1698. 8 v0. 
An End to Diſcord. 1699. 8w. 

A Letter to the Author of a Diſcourſe of Free- 
Thimkiog) 191% W.. 
Some Queries relating to the Bill. for prevent- 
ing the Growth of Schiſm. A balf-ſheer, Fol. 


1714. 
SERMONS. 


A Sermon before Sir Jobn Shorter, Lord 
Mayor, Nov. 20. 1687. 4to. 

A 24d, Sermon before Sir Fobn Shorter, Jan. 
9. 1683. 4to. „ 
The Vanity of Childhood and Youth. Some Ser- 
mons to young People. 1691. 8% . 

A Thankſgiving- Sermon for the Deliverance 


from the Iriſh Rebellion, October. 23. 1689. 
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A Thanklſgiving- Sermon, 1702. 40. 
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A Sermon to the Societies for Reformation, of 
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A Funeral Sermon for Dt. Samuel Anneſly, 
1696. 129790, 
or Mr. John Wood-Houſe, 1791. 120. 
for Mr, Jobn Quick, 1706. 4. 1 5 
for Mr. Thomas Doolitle, 1707. 8 vo. I 
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